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Ashley Featherstone

From: pohlzaret@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 4:37 PM

To: Ashley Featherstone

Subject: Comments re blue ridge permit application attached

Attachments: concrete wncraqa Itr.doc

Dear Ashley,
Please circulate the letter which is attached to the WNCRAQA Board.

Thanks
Aaron (Pohl-Zaretsky)

5/28/2010



5/25/10
Dear Board members of the WNCRAQA,

I am writing as the elected President of the North Buncombe Association of
Concerned Citizens (NBACC), an organization of realtors, farmers, small
business owners, and families who live adjacent to, or near the proposed
Blue Ridge Concrete Plant. NBACC is an organization that has been
dedicated to preserving the North Buncombe community for about 20 years.
It represents the interests of roughly 1,000 North Buncombe citizens.

At the Public Hearing, you will be hearing a great deal of testimony from a
diverse group of citizens asking you to turn down the air quality permit
application from Blue Ridge Concrete.

You will hear details regarding dozens of material misrepresentations and
omissions on prior and current permit applications, as well as citations and
violations relating to other plants owned by the owner of Blue Ridge
Concrete. You will hear that the purchase of the land for the concrete plant
was negotiated with a convicted felon. That the current applicant and
proposed operator of the concrete plant was a previous director of a
company that was federally indicted for the largest real estate fraud in the
history of North Carolina.

This is important because the Blue Ridge Concrete application is not a
typical WNCRAQA permit application.

You have a competent professional staff that is charged with going down a
checklist of assurances provided by the applicant. If the checklist meets the
necessary criteria, they are charged with forwarding the application to you
with an affirmative recommendation. They have done so.

Luckily, the founding documents and mission of the WNCRAQA provides
you as a Board member with a broader charge. Your mission states “The
Western North Carolina Regional Air Quality Agency monitors and regulates
Buncombe County’s air quality to safeguard public health and the environment,
while preserving the quality of life and economic vitality of the area.”

It is the Board that is charged with carrying out this mission.

At the hearing, a letter will be introduced from the Director of the NC
Department of Natural Resources Air Quality Division. The letter says: “In
conclusion, ready mixed concrete batch plants have sources that are likely
to violate applicable emission standards if not properly maintained and

controlled, and the division has a documented history of problems with
these kinds of facilities.”

I believe that you care about the health of your neighbors and I believe that
many of you know this plant is poorly sited but are searching for a legitimate
reason to turn it down. I am about to give you that reason.



Given the fact that concrete batch plants have sources that are likely to
violate applicable emission standards if not properly maintained and
controlled, and the division has a documented history of problems with
these kinds of facilities...” one of your charges is to make a determination as
to whether the applicant is likely to represent their operations truthfully
and to properly maintain their equipment.

The balance of this letter deals with a, extremely serious material
misrepresentation that the applicant has consciously made on their
WNCRAQA application. It goes to the heart of whether or not this plant is
likely to be consistent with the mission, legal requirements and restrictions
of the WNCRAQA.

In their permit application to WNCRAQA, Blue Ridge Concrete reported that
their operating schedule was to be - 11 hrs/day, 5 days/wk, 52 wks/year.

This schedule provided by Blue Ridge Concrete itself on Section B — B1 of
their Air Quality Permit Application translates into 2860 hours of permitted
concrete production annually.

The WNCRAQA proposed air quality permit says “The permit has been written

to allow operation of a ready mix concrete batching process with a maximum rated
capacity of 60 cubic yards per hour.”

If the concrete plant limits themselves to the required maximum rated capacity of
60 cubic yards per hour, at full operation (2860 hours), they will have the capacity
of producing 171,600 cubic yards of concrete annually.

This is relevant for two reasons.

First: Blue Ridge Concrete has assured the WNCRAQA that they would stay
below a maximum production of 32,000 cubic yards of concrete annually.

This is to avoid “modeling” which would require them to show the actual
impact of their emissions on their nearby residential neighbors. 171,600
cubic yards is more than 5.3 times as much production as the maximum

permitted amount of 32,000 cubic yards.

The applicant may assert that they will only be running the plant a fraction
of the time allowed.

However, and most importantly:

Second: On their permit application, (Section B B1) Blue Ridge Concrete
states that they would be using an “Erie Strayor Company Mobile Combo
Gravity Mix Plant” Under the Model #, they listed Model P121709REM1.

According to Erik Ziesenheim, Contracts Administrator for the Erie Strayor
Company (see attached email to “Allen” (he misheard my name — I had
called inquiring about concrete batch plant equiptment), the model number



that was given on the WNCRAQA application is not a model number at all
but a quote for a model MCG-11T.

Nowhere in the body of the actual application, nor in the schematic of the
equipment provided in figure 2 is the truthful model number provided.

Why would Blue Ridge Concrete misrepresent the model number on their
WNCRAQA application?

Well, it turns out that the model MCG-11T which according to the Erie

Strayor Company is currently under construction for Blue Ridge, has a rated
capacity of 228 cubic yards per hour — not the maximum limit of 60 cubic

yards required by the WNCRAQA (1).

The WNCRAQA “permit has been written to allow operation of a ready mix
concrete batching process with a maximum rated capacity of 60 cubic yards per
hour”. Thus, Blue Ridge has chosen to install equipment that has nearly 4 times
the “maximum rated capacity” allowed by the WNCRAQA permit.

Assuming that Blue Ridge has not misrepresented their hours of operation, the
equipment that they plan to install has a capacity of producing 652,080 cubic yards
of concrete annually! This is more than 20 times (!) the maximum annual
production (32,000 cubic yards) allowed by their permit.

On Figure 2 of their application, the schematic of the proposed Erie Strayer Batch
Plant to be used by Blue Ridge Concrete under the WNCRAQA permit, provides
neither the actual model # nor the rated capacity of the equipment. Please also
note that according to Figure 2 of the application, none of the filters required for
controlling emissions were ordered with the batch plant.

Apparently, the Erie Strayer Company is known for producing very large concrete
mixing equipment. The smallest concrete mixer they make is their MC-8T which
has a rated capacity of 110 Cubic Yards/Hr. - less than half of the equipment
currently under construction for Blue Ridge Concrete - yet still twice the rated
capacity mandated by the Blue Ridge permit.

Many other companies make concrete batching equipment that would easily meet
the requirements of the WNCRAQA permit which limits rated production capacity
to 60 cubic yards per hour. For example, the SmartMix 375 plant (see

http://www.concretebiz.com/smartmix-plants.html ) has a rated capacity of

15 cubic yards per hour.

It is clear that the material misrepresentation by Blue Ridge Concrete of the
model they intend to use - and in fact have already ordered, is not a minor
oversight.

All of the calculations of the plant emissions and the draft permit are all

based on an assumption of a plant with a maximum rated capacity of 60
cubic yards/ hour. The reality is that the plant that is under construction

for this site has a maximum rated capacity of 228 cubic yards per hour.




It is consistent with the pattern of misrepresentations and omissions on
their prior and current permit applications and the consistent pattern of
violations and citations at the other concrete batch sites owned by the owner
of Blue Ridge Concrete.

Below, I have included the specs for the actual MCG-11 Transit Mix Batching
Plant that is currently under construction for Blue Ridge Concrete at their
site on Murphy Hill Road. I have also included an email from the Erie
Strayer company which confirms that the “model number” that was
provided to WNCRAQA was not a model # at all but a quote #. The email
confirms the model # that the quote refers to. The Blue Ridge application
and draft permit from WNCRAQA clearly state that the maximum allowable
capacity is 60 cubic yards/hr.

I appreciate your consideration and recognition of the significance of this
information. We are extremely concerned by this apparent
misrepresentation. Our perception is that Blue Ridge Concrete has
attempted to deceive not only the Board but the entire community.

We respectfully request that you weigh this information in considering
whether Blue Ridge Concrete deserves an air quality permit.

Please fell free to contact me with any questions.

Aaron Pohl-Zaretsky
President, North Buncombe Association of Concerned Citizens

pohlzaret@aol.com
645-9291

Please see spec sheet and email below:



Mobile Gravity 11 Series

Mobile Combo Gravity 11 (MCG-11)

The MCG-11 Transit Mix Batching Plant is transportable as one piece. The cement silo hinges to a horizontal position becom
travel trailer. The aggregate bin extensions hinge down to maintain the 13'-6" travel height.

Up to 228 cubic yards per hour

20, 50 or 80 cubic yard aggregate bin
10 or 12 cubic yard batching system
30" wide batch transfer conveyor

2000 cubic foot (500 bbl.)cement silo,
available in one or two compartment(s)

27 or 3" water meter
e 712H.P. air compressor, with 120 gallon tank

MCG-11
MOBILE COMBO TRANSIT MIX PLANT

SUPERIOR DESIGN RUGGED CONSTRUCTION

228 CU YD/HR PRODUCTION*

LOW MAINTENANCE COSTS

HIGH QUALITY CONCRETE

CONSISTENT BATCHES

The Brings High Plant Production To All Of Your Mobile Ready Mix Requirements
The Rugged Single Piece Mobile Design Allows Quick Setup And Same Day
Operations

Ready Mix Producers Count On The For The Challenges Of A Competitive Mobile
Market

ERIE MCG-11

MCG-11

FAST SETUP/TEARDOWN
UNITIZED CONSTRUCTION
STANDARD COMPONENTS
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Thank you o contactingus. The cods you efered to. P2170SRENY. s @ quote for 3 model MCGATT.

The standadsersin ofthat phan prouces upto 228 €4 yd per hour based on 12 cu yd batches and on Charging truck mixers at rate of 10 seconds per cuyd.

| ave atiached a brochure vith the specifications, base confiquration and optionalfeatures availabigfor tat mode!.

Please et us know if e canhelp with anyting else. £ the MCG-11T is not exacty whatyou are looking for we can help you detemine which model and opions wil it your needs.

Have a good weekend and hape to tak with you again Soon,

Enk Zissenheim
Contracts Adminisralor
EREE Strayer Company
Phone (§14) 436-7001
Fax igi)452.422
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Ashley Featherstone

From: Ann McMartin [annmcmartin@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 4:21 PM

To: Ashley Featherstone

Subject: Concrete Plant in Weaverville

Dear Ms Featherstone:

I ask that you not pass the concrete plant proposed for Weaverville tonight

The air in this area is already compromised between the Canton Paper Factory and the TVA.

At times it is hard to breathe in the summer in Asheville and I have to close my windows due to
the poor air quality. There is a school located near where this plant is being proposed and it would
be sad if the children wouldn't be able to play outside because of the poor air quality

Thank you for your time

Ann McMartin

229 Sunset Drive

Asheville NC 28804

828-232-0613

5/28/2010
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Ashley Featherstone

From: hobbyknobfarm [hobbyknobfarm@main.nc.us]
Sent:  Wednesday, May 26, 2010 5:46 PM

To: Ashley Featherstone

Subject: Re: concrete plant hearing/permit questions

Thank you for taking the time to reply. Although this is irrelevant to the permit process,
I do not believe any of you would like having this as your next door neighbor. And they do
have next door neighbors and many that are in close proximity, including me.

Elizabeth Strub
www.hobbyknobfarm.com
RUFIT Nutrition

----- Original Message ——-

From: Ashley Featherstone

To: hobbyknobfarm

Cc: David Brigman

Sent: Monday, May 24, 2010 2:10 PM

Subject: RE: concrete plant hearing/permit questions

Elizabeth,

We monitor air quality for several different pollutants at different locations in Buncombe County. Our monitors
are part of a network of monitors that are installed throughout the state. A list of monitors in the mountains
can be found on the NC Division of Air Quality’s web site at:

sited in accordance with EPA requirements and the monitors do undergo audits on a regular basis. Only
monitors meeting these requirements can be used to determine compliance with EPA’s National Ambient Air
Quality Standards, which are designed to protect the public health. It is my understanding that when our fine
particulate monitors were cited, samples in various locations across the county were collected and that data
was considered to ensure that the monitor was placed in a representative location.

Particles do travel and weather patterns can influence where they travel. The draft permit includes limits on
pollutants in accordance with federal and state

regulations. The permit review details the analyses of all pollutants and the controls required to meet
emissions standards. These standards are set to protect the public health and ensure that unsafe levels of air
pollution do not occur. Soil and water quality issues are handled by the NC Department of Environment and
Natural Resources and local programs. Contact information is available at:
http://www.enr.state.nc.us/DSWC/pages/district_offices.html.

We do have enforcement authority over air pollution regulations here in Buncombe County. All complaints are
investigated and periodic compliance inspections are conducted by our staff at permitted sites. We can issue
civil and criminal penalties and we can require that a facility shut down if they are operating out of compliance.
Below I have copied the text that details our enforcement authority.

Please let me know if you have any more questions. I hope this information is helpful.

Thanks,
Ashley

5/28/2010
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“Pursuant to the statutory scheme set forth in North Carolina General Statute 143-215.112, the Agency and
Board may levy civil penalties in the maximum amount of $10,000 per day per violation. The Agency and Board
may assess civil penalties under G.S. 143-215.114A and must consider the factors set forth in North Carolina
General Statute 143-215.112(d)(1a) including the degree and extent of harm caused by the violation, the cost
of rectifying the damage, and the amount of money the violator saved by not having made the necessary

expenditures to comply with the appropriate pollution control requirements.
In cases involving willful violations, the Agency and Board may also resort to criminal enforcement procedures
and levy criminal penalties as outlined in North

Carolina General Statute 143-215.112(d)(1).”

Ashley Featherstone

Engineering Supervisor

WNC Regional Air Quality Agency
49 Mount Carmel Road

Asheville, NC 28806

Phone: 828.250.6778

Fax: 828.255.5226

http://www.wncairquality.org

From: hobbyknobfarm [mailto:hobbyknobfarm@main.nc.us]
Sent: Thursday, May 20, 2010 10:19 AM

To: Ashley Featherstone

Subject: concrete plant hearing/permit questions

Ashley,

Is there any before and after monitoring done by the air quality department? How are
you to know if they are not emitting above EPA requirements? Or is the monitoring the
responsibility or the community? Do we have adequate technology in place in our valley
to know where the particulates travel? Do they blow over us here on upper flat creek
road as would be expected when weather generally moves from the west to east? Will
the particulates remain suspended in the air or begin to accumulate in the soil thus
eventually poisoning (although I am sure this is long term and since we are ultimately
selfish and only concerned with our immediate needs) our soil and groundwater. These
issues should be addressed in any community in Buncombe county, not just ours, Is our
air quality monitored in a way that is representative of the whole county or just a small
segment? And is there any meat to enforcement of violations of emissions once they
occur? Since we cannot enforce zoning without a lawsuit, can the air quality board
enforce any penalities or shut down an operation until it is clean.

Thank you for your time.

Elizabeth Strub (Upper Flat creek rd)
www.hobbyknobfarm.com
RUFIT Nutrition

5/28/2010



