Ashley Featherstone

From: Kay mcleod [Kay.mcleod@bcsemail.org]

Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 11:23 AM

To: Ashley Featherstone

Subject: Cement Plant on Murphy Hill Road, Weaverville
Hello Ashley,

I teach Earth Environmental Science at NBHS. I implore you to deny the permit for building the cement plant in
Weaverville. I realize that zoning is not an AIR QUALITY issue but cement plants and other industry of that type add to
our already existing air pollution concerns in Western North Carolina. This is an issue beyond the residential and school
density site choice, it is a problem with air quality plus the population density that will be living or trying to live in more
polluted air.

You must deny this permit because it will cause air pollution increase in this area and it is your job to prevent that.

Thank you so much for taking this information into account in making your decision. Remember that our hearing last
week, in all the many comments from this area, you only had one person in favor of the plant.

We are studying air pollution right now in my class and one of the major air pollutants (man made) of course, is
particulate matter....and then with the added problems of the ingredients in making cement, other less major but more
harmful pollutants enter the picture. If this plant were out in the far reaches of our county, it should still not be built.

Please do the right thing, DENY!

Sincerely,

Kay MclLeod

North Buncombe High School Teacher
and Weaverville resident

All e-mail correspondence to and from this address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law, which may result
in monitoring and disclosure to third parties, including law enforcement.
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Ashley Featherstone

From: john creekmore [johncreekmore@live.com]
Sent:  Monday, May 31, 2010 9:33 AM

To: Ashley Featherstone

Subject: RE: concrete plant

What is being done to control all the dust also entrance on the two lane road is going to be bad
especialy when school is in session,this is a rerrible place to put a cement plant,surly some offical
is getting their pockets greased.

> Date: Tue, 25 May 2010 08:44:50 -0700

> From: dianewhite@charter.net

> To: johncreekmore@live.com

> Subject:

>

> Hi Dad,

>

> When you get a chance by June 2, please email comments about the concrete plant.

> This is an air quality permit, so I tried to deal with that issue.
>

> ashley.featherstone@buncombecounty.org

>

> Thanks,

> Diane

The New Busy is not the old busy. Search, chat and e-mail from your inbox. Get started.

6/3/2010
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Ashley Featherstone

From: Sandra Biddix [sandrabiddix@bellsouth.net]

Sent:  Monday, May 31, 2010 9:35 AM

To: Ashley Featherstone

Subject: Fw: Need help : Weaverville Concrete Plant—Please Say Do Not Allow this concrete plant to be built

In an area that already has reduced ozone quality, we are a[.i).p_a'l'led to

...........................................................................................................................................
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...................................................................................................

Facts presented at the public hearing revealed the owner for this facility has a
long history of safety violations and a long track record of non-compliance issues.
The owner submitted paperwork that does not show the proximity of_ the surrounding
schools. The maps don't even indicate existence of any schools. Also, residences
were mislabeled as businesses to show the area as commercial. It is NOT.

Lastly, there has been no site specific impact survey! Also if you think it will
create jobs, only 12 jobs will be created

The community around Murphy Hi1l Road is not only comprised of residents who rely
on farming and ﬁardens but it is also a school district for students from pre-
school through high school. There are 6 schools in the area, which service well
over 4,000 children. A Young-Life camp (windy Gap) services thousands of children

for the residents and thé 'télirysts.

The toxic pollutants released in the air will flow directly over the schools, farms
and camps. In this dry, windy area the chemicals will travel far. But also due to
the "bowl” layout of the land, when the wind doesn't blow, the pollution will just
sit and disperse slowly. with medical professionals in attendance at the hearing,
jt's obvious this will cause respiratory and asthmatic problems. And it will most
likely cause problems for the environment and the wildlife.

The proposal is for a batch-production plant, which often run in violation of EPA
standards. This will not only affect our children, but our whole community.

In any direction the wind blows, there is no way to know how far qeachiq? the
emissions will be. I speak for WNC, residents, young and old. Delise childress

we agree with every word of this email and submit it as evidence of our vote to
Please DO NOT allow the Concrete Plant to be constructed!

Sincerely,
stanley Brent and Sandra 8iddix
and family (4 adult voters and 3 more on the way)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6/3/2010
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Ashley Featherstone

From: Judy Mattox [judymattox@sbcglobal.net)
Sent:  Monday, May 31, 2010 10:53 AM
To: Ashley Featherstone

Cc: molly diggins; Drew.Ball@sierraclub.org; KEN BRAME; pohizaret@aol.com; dave erb; Carla and
Bob; jeff jeffries; don/louise bakersierraclub; margaret sticpewich; grace curry

Subject: Air quality board hearing for Blue Ridge Concrete May 26

Dear Ms. Featherstone,

My name is Judy Mattox, vice-chair of WENOCA--the local Sierra Club Group. Sierra Club is
formally going on public record opposing the permit for the location of this concrete batch plant
due to air quality concerns for the residents of this area, some living as close as 100 feet from
the proposed plant. These residents, as well as students of five schools located withina 1.5
mile radius, would be impacted by emissions of toxics and particulate matter.

We recommend that in light of the health concerns raised, Blue Ridge Concrete should be
subject to review under North Carolina's air toxics program in order to address these
questions. | understand that due to a technicallity, concrete plants may not routinely fall under
the air toxics review, but | understand that the Director has the discretion to order the review.
Thus, the Sierra Club formally and respectfully requests that a "Director Call" be issued to
request this toxics review and supervision under the North Carolina's air toxics program.

Sincerely,

Judy Mattox

Vice-Chair - WENOCA Sierra Club group
828-683-2176
judymattox@sbcglobal.net

6/3/2010
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Ashley Featherstone

From: Cara Pollard [carnapuland@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 7:47 PM

To: Ashley Featherstone

Subject: proposed concrete plant

Ms. Featherstone,

I do not live in the Weaverville area, but have been working in the community for the last year. I
work with the students and staffs of Weaverville Primary and Elementary Schools. I am writing to
inform you of my concern for the proposed concrete plant in Weaverville. The number of children
and adults in our communities suffering from asthma has grown a lot in the last years. I fear that
with this plant, comes poor air quality for the North Buncombe District. The particles and dust from
this plant would be a further irritant to our children with breathing difficulties. I urge you to
reconsider the plan for this concrete plant. Please help keep our air clean.

Thank you,
Cara Pollard

Hotmail has tools for the New Busy. Search, chat and e-mail from your inbox. Learn more.

6/3/2010



RECEIVED

To:  Western NC Regional Air Quality Agency
49 Mount Carmel Road

Asheville, NC 28806 JUN -1 2010

From: Steve Holland
39 Al Faye Farm Way WNC AIR QUALITY AGENCY
Weaverville, NC 288787

Dear WNC Regional Air Quality Board Members:

After attending the public hearing on the proposed concrete plant on May 26, 2010 at North Buncombe
High School, I wanted to share with you some additional information and observations.

Given the mission of the Western North Carolina Air Quality Agency and the testimony that you received
last week, | don’t see any way that you could in good conscience issue a permit for this plant given the
proximity to several residences. If you don’t turn down this application, how close would a concrete
mixing silo have to be to someone’s bedroom windows to decide it is too close? How close would one
have to be to YOUR bedroom window to be considered too close?

Some counties in North Carolina have reasonable regulations in place (separate from zoning ordinances)
which require polluting industries to be located a minimum distance from residences, commercial
businesses and schools. Such common sense regulation recognizes the hazards of pollutants on those
nearby. In this case, you are the circuit breaker in place 10 make sure hazardous pollutants are not spewed
on nearby neighbors.

I am a strong advocate for private property rights. Private property rights should be reasonably balanced
among property owners. Common sense dictates that you don’t put a concrete plant in the middle of a
residential neighborhood. To do so is an egregious violation of the property rights of nearby neighbors,
denying them the peaceful enjoyment of their property by creating annoying dust and hazardous air
pollution.

As a real estate broker and REALTOR, it is my professional opinion that a concrete plant is not the highest
and best use of this property; there are several other highly productive uses for this land including retail
uses that would create more jobs than a concrete plant. Any perceived reduction in the value of the
proposed site based on your rejection of this permit application pales in comparison to the reduction in the
value of surrounding residences due to poor air quality if you were to issue the permit. Likewise, the few
jobs that would be added at this concrete plant pales in comparison to the economic loss in agritourism and
outdoor events at Claxton Farms and in camp business at Windy Gap Camp this plant would cause.

You should be aware that the applicant for this air quality permit, Blue Ridge Concrete, Inc. does not have
a building permit and does not own the land in question. The official records of the North Carolina
Secretary of State indicate that the owner of the property, Blue Ridge Concrete Properties, LLC is a
completely separate legal entity from Blue Ridge Concrete, Inc. This raises serious questions of
responsibility and liability if (more likely, when) problems arise if you were to issue an air quality permit
for a concrete plant at this site.

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding the testimony that I provided at the hearing.
Sincerely,

Lt Holland.

Steve Holland
(828) 242-3634
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Project Address: 50 MURPHY HILL RD
Development/Project Nante: . Lot:
PIN# 974450416300000 Township: FLAT CREEK Lot Size (acres): 12.95

Directions: 1-26 N. TO EXIT 17 T/L TO MURPHY HILL RD GO RT ABOUT 500 YDS PROPERTY ON LT

Project Description: Commercial New Construction

Principal Use Type: B F2

Project Description: CONCRETE PLANT W/OFFICE Number Of Units:
Construction Type: VB

Number of Stories: Building Height (ft): Total Sq. Ft.: 528.00 Other Sq. Ft.: Total Cost: $370,000.00

Owner: BLUE RIDGE CONCRETE PROPERTIES LLC
‘Address: 10 ANCHOR COURT SAVANNAH, GA 31410
t.Phone: CEL: 912-660-7788

Building Contractor: BENTLEY ASSOCIATES State License #: Building Contractor: 62500
. Address: 50 ELKWOOD AVE ASHEVILLE, NC 28804
Phone: OFC: 828-713-4462
Electrical Contractor: FRANK'S ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING CO State License #: Electrical Contractor: 22599-L
Plumbing Contractor: HAYNES PLUMBING SYSTEMS State License #: Plumbing Contractor: 20812  P-I

Utilities:  Electric: Progress Energy
Type of Heat: ’ Outside HVAC Unit?: N
Water:  Private Well

Sewer: New Septic Tank mééf\ \\ E‘\O Qq

Certification of Zoning Approval Required?: Open Use With %"5

i Flood Hazard Zone 'X FIRM #: \ _X Flood Hazard Permit Number:
\)Graﬁg/ r6%ion : 17 t Size: 12.95 Disturbed Area: Watershed:

x .WNCAPC Approval by: Date:
) -Planning Department Approval by: Date:
Comments:

yd
Plan Review:Date Reviewed: Approved Date: 22 /Zo 2 _ Approved By: M W

The undersigned hereby certifies that he/she is the contractor and authorized agent of the owner and the above information is comrect to the W\is/her knowledge and hereby
makes applicaticn for a permit and inspoction of work described above. All work will be done in accordance with all applicable State and loc¥T laws and regulations and that it
is understood that this permit will expire if work is not commenced and inspected within six months of the date of issue. This permit will also expire if work stops at any time

for 12 months,or more and no ingpections are performed to verify work in progress.
St T o 101509 Sohnny Warorey
v - D /
,/, i / %‘W( i ate 3 P('mted Name

Approved By Approved Date

‘lls the PROPERTY OWNERS RESPONSIBILITY 10 inform the tax department of changes that have taken place on your property. Purchasing a building permit does not
l'ulr II the obligation of the property owner 10 inform the 1ax department of changes. Failure ol notification will result in large penalties pursuant to North Carolina state law.
1 {Example of changes: new construction, additions, garages, demolitions, mobile home placement or removal, ete.)

‘;"" Please report changes to the Buncombe Counly Tax Department, Real Estate Division at 828-250-4940 or wwiw.realesiate.question@buncombecounty.org
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Ashley Featherstone

From: Bosonetto, Gillian [gbosonetto@mhc.edu]
Sent:  Sunday, May 30, 2010 10:23 PM
To: Ashley Featherstone

Subject: Concrete plant in Weaverville - please be very careful about what is allowed in this area of high density
familyresidence and farming

Dear Ashley:

| am aware of a potential hazard in our residential area. According to concerned residents here, in an
area that already has reduced ozone quality, the permit for Blue Ridge Concrete, Inc.on Murphy Hill
Road in Weaverville, NC is still being considered.

Facts presented at the public hearing reportedly revealed that the Owner for this facility has a long
history of safety violations and a long track record of non-compliance issues. According to our
neighbors, the owner submitted paperwork that did not show the proximity of the surrounding
schools. The maps didn't even indicate existence of any schools. Also, residences were mislabeled
as businesses to show the area as commercial. Itis NOT. Lastly, there has been no site specific
impact survey!

The community around Murphy Hill Road is not only comprised of residents who rely on farming and
gardens but it is also a school district for students from pre-school through high school. There are 6
schools in the area, which service well over 4,000 children. A Young-Life camp (Windy Gap)
services thousands of children from around the US. The concrete plant would seriously jeopardize
the air quality for the residents and the tourists.

The toxic pollutants released in the air will flow directly over the schools, farms and camps. In this
dry, windy area the chemicals will travel far. But also due to the "bowl" layout of the land, when the
wind doesn't blow, the pollution will just sit and disperse slowly. With medical professionals in
attendance at the hearing, it's obvious this will cause respiratory and asthmatic problems. This will
not only affect our children, but our whole community. And it will most likely cause problems for the
environment and the wildlife.

In any direction the wind blows, there is no way to know how far reaching the emissions will be. |
speak for WNC residents, young and old.

Please do not allow the Concrete Plant to be constructed! | believe you will act in our best interest,
as your mission statment says: The Western North Carolina Regional Air Quality Agency
monitors and regulates Buncombe County’s air quality to safeguard public health and the
environment, while preserving the quality of life and economic vitality of the area

Thank you for your consideration.
Regards,

Gillian Bosonetto
Weaverville, NC

b% Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

Confidentiality Warming:
This message may contain confidential and/or proprietary information, and is intended for the person/entity to
whom it was originally addressed. Any use by others is strictly prohibited.

6/1/2010
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Ashley Featherstone

From: Carter Ballard [peacelovebasketball@gmail.com]
Sent:  Sunday, May 30, 2010 10:22 PM

To: Ashley Featherstone

Subject: Concrete Plant in Weaverville,N.C.

My name is Carter Ballard. I am a student athlete at North Buncombe High School. As an athlete, my
health is obviously important to me. It disturbs me that a company would even consider putting a plant
in the middle of four school districts, where young children are vulnerable to carcinogens, and that
money and greed would have precedence over children. It may not matter to people of advanced years
as much, but as teenagers, we have our whole lives ahead of us.

Carter Ballard

6/1/2010
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Ashley Featherstone

From: Joshua Pierce [joshuapierce72@yahoo.com)
Sent:  Sunday, May 30, 2010 9:41 PM
To: Ashley Featherstone

Cc: commissioner@davidgantt.com; Bill (William H.) Stanley; Ray Bailey; Holly Jones; Carol Peterson;
aroot@weavervillenc.org; dsherrill@weavervillenc.org; David and Ami Greene; Kathleen Pierce

Subject: concrete batch plant.....PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERN

Hello Ashiey,

My family lives in Weaverville, NC and my child attends school in the N.Buncombe district. I am
highly concerned for my son's health should the proposed Blue Ridge Concrete, Inc. concrete batch
plant be built in north Buncombe county. My son has asthma. His health (as well as that of thousands of
other children in north Buncombe county) will be compromised via the harmful emissions that would be
exhausted from the plant.

In an age where childhood obesity is an epidemic, kids should be encouraged to exercise and play
outside. The proposed concrete plant would compromise the air quality for those kids engaging in
outdoor activity and beyond. We can absolutely NOT ALLOW our kids to breath in chemicals such as

ARSENIC while they play, exercise and simply breath the air outside in our community. The right thing
to do in this case is to take a stand and say NO!

NO TO THE PLANT.....for families, for children, for our community.
Thank you,

Joshua Pierce
Weaverville, NC

6/1/2010



